
History of the church building 

 

There is evidence that a church was on this site from at least 1100.  In 2008 some 
archaeological work revealed that at least part of the existing church nave was built on top 
of an older wall.  The present building dates from the early 1300s because it was dedicated 
to St Andrew by the Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1315.  The south transept, chapel and the 
inner south door date from then and it seems likely that the chancel and nave are in part 
original features too.  The tower is thought to have been added about 100 years later and 
probably started to lean soon after construction started.  The top quarter appears to have 
been built to correct some of the lean so may have been added after the rest settled.  The 
south porch may date from the same time as the tower but could be later.  Externally there 
was little change in the appearance of the church until 1836 when the clock was installed.  In 
1838 there were major alterations when the north aisle and gallery were added.  This work 
involved the demolition of the original north wall of the nave and the north transept chapel.  
The vestry on the north east corner of the church was built in the 1920s.  
 

Within the building the oldest features of interest are all around the south doorways.  The 
medieval door that hangs in the porch archway was moved here from the inner arch when 
the porch was added.  Inside the inner doorway arch is the sole surviving consecration cross 
from 1315.  There would once have been twelve of these on the outside of the building.  
Two other features nearby may also date from the consecration.  To the right of the door is a 
holy water stoup mounted on a carving of what appears to be a king's head. On the left of 
the doorway is a scratch sundial which obviously predates the porch. 
 

Within the church the most obvious features are the marble sculptures which are described 
in the next section.  These are behind the altar at the east end, on the north wall and next to 
and under the tower.  Also under the tower are memorials to the Board family who also 
donated the font.  A very prominent feature in the main nave is the brass candelabra made 
by Thomas Bayley at his Bridgwater foundry in 1773.  Lit with candles its arrival would have 
transformed the church on dark days.  The pulpit dates from the early 1600s but the 
overhanging tester (sounding board) was only added in 1949. The barrel roof of the nave 
dates from the 17th or 18th century.  The south transept is dedicated to St Nicholas and on 
the wall inside is the medieval altar stone.  This may have been hidden at the reformation by 
burying it in the churchyard.  Found later it was used as a gravestone. 
The organ was installed in the chancel in 1885 and, to improve the sound, the arch which 
once gave access to a rood screen was opened out.  At the east end of the north aisle a 
wooden memorial commemorates all those local residents who gave their lives in two world 
wars.  The south west window of the nave contains some small pieces of old stained glass 
but all the complete stained glass windows are Victorian.  The east window depicts the 
Transfiguration and the west window facing the sea shows the four “Fishermen Apostles”.   
 

The church tower has a ring of eight bells.  Originally there were five bells but these were 
replaced by six cast in 1823. The final two were added in 1902.  Westminster chimes were 
added to the clock in 1904. 
 


